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Our Parish Staff 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Stephen A. Krawontka 

Deacon Carl S. Albright 
 

Administrative Staff  
Jill Bailer, Marie Risboskin 

 
Directors of Religious Education 

 

Jennifer Pearson 
Ascension Parish 

 

Danielle O’Neill 
St. Katharine Drexel Parish  

Ascension Parish 
and 

St. Katharine Drexel Parish 

612 Hudson Street    Forest City, PA 18421 
 

Web Address: apskdp.org 
 

 Phone............................570-785-3838 Email .......................apskdp@nep.net 
 

 Parish Office Hours.................................Monday - Friday, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
 Office closed 12—1 pm for lunch 
 After hours—emergencies only:  570-785-7856 

 Mass Schedule 
 
Saturday Vigil Mass .............................................................................. 4:00 PM  St. Joseph 
 
Sunday Masses......................................................8:00 AM  St. Juliana   9:30 AM  St. Joseph 
 11:00 AM  St. James 
 
Daily Mass 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday................................................................. 8:30 AM St. Joseph 
Tuesday, Thursday.................................................................................... 9:00 AM St. James  
 
Holy Day Masses      
Vigil................................................................................................................. 5:30 PM St. James 
Holy Day.............................................................................12:00 PM & 6:00 PM  St. Joseph 
 
Confessions .................................................................................... Half hour before masses  

Sacramental Life 
 

Sacrament of Baptism: Because of the importance of the celebration of the 
sacrament of baptism, please consider carefully the man and woman of faith 
you choose to inspire and educate your child in the ways of our faith for the 
entirety of their lives. Godparents must be practicing Catholics and submit a 
certificate of  eligibility from their parish prior to the Baptism. 
 

Please call the office for information regarding Sacrament of Marriage, Natural 
Family Planning, Anointing of the Sick, and the R.C.I.A. Program. 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Filled with faith, hope and charity, 
the faithful of Ascension and Saint 
Katharine Drexel parishes are united 
as disciples of Jesus Christ.  With 
Christ and under the guidance and 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, we 
commit ourselves to continue to 
celebrate the faith and traditions of 
the Catholic Church.  We seek to 
inspire others to build a closer 
relationship with God by reaching 
out in love through worship, prayer, 
fellowship, and sharing the Gospel.  
 

Our core values: Celebration ~ 
Tradition ~ Hope ~ Charity ~ 
Resilience 
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Week of November 2, 2020  

Monday, November 2 

8:30 AM-St. Joseph   James McCusker by Mary Ann Musho 

6:00 PM-St. Joseph   Deceased Members of the Parishes 

Tuesday, November 3 

9:00 AM-St. James   William Joseph Connor by Barbara 

Wednesday, November 4 

8:30 AM-St. Joseph   Mary Seprosky Sue Kulasinsky 

Thursday, November 5 

9:00 AM-St. James   Thomas Opeka by Family 

Friday, November 6 

8:30 AM-St. Joseph    Joseph Kameen by The Forest City 

         Class of 1968 

Saturday, November 7 

4:00 PM-St. Joseph   All Souls Intentions 

Sunday, November 8 

8:00 AM-St. Juliana   All Souls Intentions 

9:30 AM-St. Joseph   All Souls Intentions 

11:00 AM-St. James   All Souls Intentions 
 

Sanctuary Candle 
Week of November 1 – 7 

St. Joseph 
In Honor of the 50th Wedding Anniversary of Joseph and 

Mary Alice Remus 
 

St. Juliana 
Phil Biondo by Family 

 

MASS BOOK – NOVEMBER 
The Mass, Bread & Wine, and Sanctuary Candle 
books for the month of NOVEMBER 2020 is now 
open.  If you would like an offering please call the 
office or email apskdp@nep.net.  Masses requested 
will be limited to two per family, per year. 
 

The parish office will be closed on Monday, 
November 2nd in observance of All Saints Day. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

ASCENSION & ST. KATHARINE DREXEL PARISHES 
ONLINE GIVING! 

Ascension & St. Katharine Drexel Parishes now offer 
Online Giving, a web-based electronic contribution 
application. We are providing this service so that you 
have the option to manage your contributions online or 
with your offering envelopes. This service is safe and 
secure and it is convenient for you. Sign up for Online 
Giving by visiting our parish website at www.apskdp.org 
and selecting the Online Giving link and then selecting 
the appropriate parish link. 
 
 

Ascension Parish Collection Report 
October 17 & 18, 2020 

Weekly Envelopes     $1533.00 

Other Parish Envelopes      $404.00 

Loose  $31.00 

     Total Parish Collection  $1968.00 

Second Collection  $0 

Diocese Envelopes $570.00 

Prior Year Parish Total – October 19 & 20, 2019 $3358.00 

Saint Katharine Drexel Parish Collection Report 
October 17 & 18, 2020 

Weekly Envelopes             $795.00 

Other Parish Envelopes      $45.00 

Loose                                $30.00 

  Total Parish Collection  $870.00 

Second Collection  $0 

Diocese Envelopes $317.00 

Prior Year Parish Total – October 19 & 20, 2019 $1890.00 

Second Collection 
This Weekend:  Deficit Reduction 

Next Weekend:  The Care and Education of Priests 

MASS INTENTIONS & MEMORIALS PARISH FINANCES 

mailto:apskdp@nep.net.
http://www.apskdp.org
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ALL SAINTS DAY 

 
First Reading: Revelations 7:2-4, 9-14 
Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-3 
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12a 
 
GOSPEL REFLECTION BY DEACON CARL ALBRIGHT 
     We often say that we feel “blessed” when 
something works out well, maybe something we’ve 
worked for. We can feel extremely blessed when a 
child is born. In the process toward a saint’s 
canonization, the Church calls a person blessed. 
     Today, when Jesus uses this word, it seems to 
mean something even more. Jesus says that we are 
blessed even before we get what we want or reach a 
goal. From this perspective, we must be grateful 
even when we do not feel lucky or skilled. For 
people in the midst of life's struggles, Jesus says, 
blessed are they. 
      Some of us are mourning great loss. Many feel 
meek when we think of political and social tides 
swirling all about. We may feel powerless in the face 
of violence, the apparent lack of caring for those 
who seem a little different. 
     In the final beatitude, our Lord turns from 
“Blessed are they” to “Blessed are you.” Jesus 
speaks these words to us. Jesus says that terrible 
things can consecrate us, make us fit for the 
kingdom. We are blessed when we are poor in spirit 
and don't waste our lives chasing fame, fortune, or 
power, when we recognize our utter dependence on 
God. When we pour ourselves out for others, as 
Christ did. We are blessed even when we mourn; 
God can and will comfort us. We are blessed when 
we hunger and thirst for righteousness, even if we 
have yet to attain it, because God knows we will 
have our fill. We are blessed when we depend not on 
our feeble powers, but on the infinite power of God. 
We will never become saints on our own, but, 
through the merciful love of God, heaven is not so 
far. 
     On All Saints Day, we celebrate the clean of 
heart, who see God. There may be a particular 
canonized saint that you identify with, an example of 
a life well lived. Maybe you are named after a saint, 
or you admire something in a saint’s life. This week, 
you might spend a moment or two reflecting on that 
saint, to know their love for us, their concern for our 

salvation, a reflection of the love of God. After 
maybe learning a thing or two more about them, ask 
that saint to pray for you as you face any of the 
persecution that is an everyday part of Christian life. 
Lastly, through the words and sacrifice of Christ, we 
can and must rejoice and be glad, through it all, until 
we reach the final banquet, our true and heavenly 
home. 
 
 

CCD NEWS 
Ascension Parish 

 CCD is for students in grades 1-8. 
 If you have any questions please contact Jennifer 

Pearson at apfcreledu@gmail.com or 570-960-1824. 
 We are on Facebook! Please like and follow us at 

facebook.com/ascensionparishfcpa 
 

St. Katharine Drexel Parish 
 CCD classes for grades 1-8  
 Classes will be live virtual classes on Sundays from 

9:30 - 10:15.  
 If you have any questions, please contact Danielle 

O’Neill at 570-642-1190. 
 
 
FOOD PANTRY NEWS 
During these challenging times, the Lakewood Food 
Pantry has continued to provide food to many families in 
our area.  SKD Altar & Rosary supports this food pantry 
through donations of food and personal items and 
monetary donations from members of the parish. Since 
attendance at Masses in our churches has been limited, 
so have the donations of food and funds. We are seeking 
donations of nonperishable food items, cleaning and 
personal items, as well as monetary funds to make 
needed purchases for the pantry (such as Thanksgiving 
turkeys and household items). Donations can be left in 
the churches’ bins or monetary donations can be placed 
in the collection basket at St. Juliana or St. James church.  
Also, donations can be mailed to: (checks made out to 
Lakewood Food Pantry) Barbara Sprovkin, PO Box 84, 
Poyntelle, PA 18454.  Any questions regarding food 
pantry can be directed to Barbara at the following 
number: (570) 727-8385.  Thank you in advance for your 
generosity. 
 
 
 

mailto:apfcreledu@gmail.com
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NOTICE REGARDING REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE OF A 
MINOR  
It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any 
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law 
enforcement. If you are a victim of sexual abuse 
committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay employee 
or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton, you are 
encouraged to immediately report the matter to law 
enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, lay 
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton has 
cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been 
subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual 
abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement. It 
is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil and 
state regulations. In accordance with the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services Laws, reports 
of suspected child abuse should also be made 
immediately by phone to the 24-HourChild Abuse hotline 
(ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or electronically at 
www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis To this end, the Diocese 
is equally committed to adhering to the norms of the 
Code of Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of the 
USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and Young 
People, which includes supporting victims of sexual 
abuse in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual well-
being. As such, information regarding an allegation of 
sexual abuse of a minor should also be reported to the 
Victim Assistance Coordinator, Mary Beth Pacuska at 
(570-862-7551). 
 
FOREST CITY AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Due to COVID the Forest City Area Historical Society 
(FCAHS) was unable to conduct any fundraising efforts 
this past year.  Currently, the society has a Christmas 
Cash Raffle tickets available for $20.00 each.  Starting on 
November 11th through December 10, 2020 based on 
the number picked on the first evening PA Straight “Pick 
3” Lottery number drawn.  Prizes range from $300 to 
100.00 per day.  Please see any member or visit the 
following local stores in the Forest City area:  NAPA, Red 
Cross, Ferraro Barber Shop – member Paul Ferraro, Kost 
Tire, Arlo’s, Shirley’s Restaurant, Cable’s Store and 
society member Joann Homisak at Honesdale National 
Bank.  You may also make a donation or  purchase a 
ticket at the Forest City News.  Tickets may also be 
purchased on line at our web site: 
www.forestcityareahistoricalsociety.org and pay with 
PayPal.  We thank you for your support and good luck! 
 

SUPPORTING OUR PARISHES 
We wish to sincerely thank all our parishioners that have 
made a sacrifice and are giving what they can to our 
parishes. Even though our Masses have resumed it is 
with a limited number of parishioners, our expenses 
continue, and we still need your help. We know this 
pandemic has affected our families in many ways, and 
we appreciate that you include our churches in your 
budget. It truly reflects how faith-filled and considerate 
you are.  Envelopes can be mailed to the office or 
dropped through the mail slot of the office door at 612 
Hudson Street, Forest City, PA 18421.  You can now also 
give online at apskdp.org and select Online Giving.  
Thank you for your unceasing goodness and generosity 
throughout the year. 
 
PARISH OFFICE  
The Parish Office is now open to the public. If you need 
to conduct business, please ring the doorbell to enter.  
Masks must be worn at all times while in the office.  The 
office hours are Monday - Friday from 9 AM to 4 PM.  
The office is closed from Noon to 1 PM.  We encourage 
parishioners to continue to put items you are dropping 
off through the mail slot at 612 Hudson Street, Forest 
City, PA 18421. Thank you for your cooperation. 

http://www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis
http://www.forestcityareahistoricalsociety.org
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Prayers for the Sick: John Ferrick, Mark Polednak, Charlie Matthews, Vickie Ravnikar, Maury Urmanec, Phyllis Flynn, Caitlyn 
Vauter, Susan Carpenter, Mary Connors, William Manko, Jr., Amelia Giorgano, Ella Pearson, Marian Rushen, Erin Andersen, 
Lydia Jones, Joelle Zukosky, Kerry Henderson, Carol Bishop, Judith Lapenta, Geri Duplatre, Bud Peter, Diane Kimberley, 
Michael Murnin, Tom Fitzpatrick, Brian Rock, Joe Sprovkin, Carl Poterjoy, Walter Welicka, Gerrit Vanderwell, Patricia Simpson, 
Ruth ”Rudy” Peterka, Barbara Scott, Mary Lynott, Kathleen Connor, Patricia Connor Mader, Joyce Skinner, Darlene Hamlyn, 
and Cheryl Williams.  To submit a name, call 785-3838. 
 
Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord:  Joseph Rudball.  To submit a name, call 785-3838. 
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE CHURCH DOORS WILL BE LOCKED AT THE START OF MASS TO  
ENSURE WE DO NOT HAVE MORE THAN 25% OCCUPANCY IN THE CHURCH. 

 
 

GUIDELINES FOR MASS ATTENDANCE IN THE GREEN PHASE OF OPENING 
**The obligation to attend Sunday Mass is still suspended at this time.** 

 
 Maximum attendance is up to 25% of church capacity, as space allows, maintaining proper 

social distancing at all times.   
 Each individual must have a reservation to enter the church and attend Mass. 
 Everyone must provide their own mask and wear it at all times.  
 Please stay home if you are sick.  If you seem ill or have symptoms of COVID-19, you will not be 

allowed to enter for Mass.  
 Everyone is required to keep social-distance spacing while moving or while seated. 
 Entrance will be through one door. For entrance, please keep social-distance spacing when 

outside.  After you enter you must sanitize your hands. 
 Sign of peace and the collection process are omitted. A receptacle for the offertory/envelopes 

will be placed in a stationary location. 
 Communion will be at the end of mass.  Social-distance spacing should be maintained while 

walking to the Priest/Deacon or Eucharistic minister. When it is your turn to receive 
Communion, take the host, lift your mask, and place it in your mouth. It is highly recommended 
to receive communion on the hand for the safety of yourself and the Priest/Deacon or 
Eucharistic minister distributing communion. You will not be able to return to your pew. You 
must depart the Church after receiving the Holy Sacrament.  

 Exit will be through one door. You may not socialize or gather after mass in the church or in the 
parking lot.  

 
The Mass intentions for the week will be posted in the church. Our bulletin can be found on our 
website:  www.apskdp.org. 
 

http://www.apskdp.org.


249 Sunrise Avenue
Honesdale, PA

• Affordable Cemetery 
Memorials

• Largest Inventory in Area

800-824-5293
www.martincaufieldmemorialworks.com

Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support Our Parish

J. Scott Miskovsky, R. PH.
Pharmacist

Free Delivery

785-5400
420 Main St., Forest City

133E (BC) - Ascension/Saint Katharine Drexel, Forest City For Advertising Information Call Bon Venture Services, LLC • 800-364-0684 • P.O. Box 850, Flanders NJ 07836

MACHEK  FUEL 

P.O. Box 127, Forest City, PA 18421

  Home
 Credit Cards Heating Sales and
 Accepted Oil Service

570-785-5885

Jones & Brennan
Funeral Home

John P. Brennan, Supervisor
570-785-3500

430 Main Street • Forest City

Richard R. Kresock
Insurance Agency

Auto • Home • Life • Business
570-785-5454

414 Main Street 

The Red School House
Serving Steaks, Seafood & Pizza

570-448-2130
Open 7 Days a Week for Lunch & Dinner

www.TheRedSchoolHouse.com

ALLAN A HORNBECK CHEVROLET INC. • 570-785-3144 
400-402 MAIN STREET • FOREST CITY, PA 18421

MARK        EXCELLENCE
AWARD WINNER

of 

Find New Roads

570.785.3153

WWW.LESJACKFUNERALHOME.COM

Dr. Gerard T. Genco
"We Keep the Smile in the Mile"

(570) 785-9500
518 Main Street

Forest City, PA 18421

God 
Bless

America 

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying ... 
Don’t Just Teach Kindness ... BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.org

B L U E O U T B U L L Y N GI
L

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text 
message: Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started. *

*Message and data rates may apply.

127 N. Main Ave., West Scranton · 570-342-9352


